Osteological
Annotations on the Skull of the Cranium (Fig. 1 , A and B): In general physiognomy of the cranium the present specimens agree in description with that presented by CHAPMAN (1941) . In dorsal view the mesethmoid appears as a flat shield, rounded anteriorly . The frontals, covering most of the top of the cranium, are separated from each other for their entire length and the anterior halves are especially widely separated . The bone bears a sensory canal ending vertically above the prefrontal. The posterior extension of the frontal overlies the broad parietal, and the lateral projection conjoins with the anterior half of the sphenotic. The parietal is a thin , broad bone of nearly trapezoid shape. The single median supraoccipital is surrounded by parietals , epiotics, and exoccipitals. Its small mesial crest is elevated on the dorso-posterior surface . Only a small dorsal surface of the exoccipital is exposed behind the supraoccipital . The epiotic articulates with the supraoccipital, exoccipital and pterotic , so that it forms the dorso-posterior corner of the cranium . Each pterotic is fused with the sphenotic and parietal at the dorso-anterior extremity, but laterally it is widely separated from the parietal by an intervening broad cartilaginous patch.
In the lateral view, the vomer occupies the ventro-anterior corner of the cranium . The young specimens are provided with all skeletal elements , though the ossifi cation is little progressed (Fig . 2 A) . The flat interopercle is situated under the preopercle in this stage.
premaxillary and supramaxillary. CHAPMAN (1941) said nothing of the supramaxil lary in Plecoglossus. However, the splint-like supramaxillary rests on the dorso posterior edge of the large maxillary in both landlocked and marine forms. Since the bone is strongly affiliated with the maxillary, it is scarcely recognizable with out staining. The spatula-like maxillary articulates with the palatine by the nodule which rests on the dorso-anterior tip of the former. The small premaxillary, which forms the tip of the snout, is joined for its entire length to the maxillary. Neither the premaxillary nor the maxillary bear teeth directly.
The lower jaw is made up of the dentary, articular and angular. The anterior edge of large dentary meets its counterpart of the opposite side at the symphysis.
The incised portion of the dentary is conjoined with both upper and lower edge of the articular. The bone of the landlocked form bears four small conical teeth direct ly. The articular is a slender bone articulating with the quadrate at the dorso-post erior edge. The angular is a small triangular bone firmly fused with the articular.
The peculiar comb-like teeth, which appear to be developed as an adaptation to the feeding habits of the fish, are arranged obliquely on the jaws of the adult fish. The comb-like plate is not attached to the maxillary or dentary directly, but is root ed in the tough connective tissue layer. Usually, ten to fourteen such plates are set on each jaw. Young specimens, measuring less than about 55mm. in standard length, do not bear such peculiar dentition, as was pointed out by Matsui (1938 
